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St. Joseph High School’s nascent
Science and Research Institute has

§ kicked offits second year this summer

with several projects aimed at giving a

boost to the environment.

| Fiveteams of paid student interns

| ‘have launched involved research proj-
ects on topics ranging from marine al-
gae topopulation growth to underwa-
terrobotics.

Eachproject uses cutting-edge

| technology to explore possible solu-

| tions to pressing environmental issues,

- suchas sustainable energy.

“It’s amazing what we’ve been able
toaccomplishin just five weeks” said
Gayle Pratt, an adviser for the intern
teamthatlearned to harness energy

- from ocean waves to power alight bulb.

Proponentshave called such tech -

+ Urina Kim, left, and Cassidy Anton study
School’s Science and Research Institute.

Projects focus on environment

o,

Cassondra Randolph, left, Jonny
Strellman and Katie Pena have been
working on a computer project to
determine how many people the Earth
cansupport.

nologythe “wave” of the future, as the
population shifts from expendable to
renewable energy sources.

Science teacher Larry Madrigal came
up with theidea of launching the insti-
tutelast year during aresearch trip to
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an algae-covered rock and presses as part of their project with St. Joseph High

Belize with a group of his students.

Upon his arrival home, bolstered by
the support of Purdue University pro-
fessor Jon Anton, Madrigal set about
making his grand idea alocal reality.

The institute openedits doorsin
June 2008.

Student interns begin their research
during an intensive five-week summer
session, but continue their projects
throughout the year under Madrigal's
watchful eyes.

The first class of interns made sever-
alnotable breakthroughs.

Last summer, Cassidy Anton (Jon’s
son) and laboratory partner Paulette
Rigali got the surprise of their lives
when algae they had collected near
Shell Beach turned out tobe of a
species previously found no further
north than Carpinteria.

The2009-10 interns primarily
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